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So, What is a Composting Facility?

Operations that use 
microorganisms to 
decompose organic 
feedstock (yard debris, 
manures, food scraps, 
etc.) to produce 
compost



Types of Aerobic Composting Facilities 
in Oregon
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Types of Aerobic Composting Facilities 
in Oregon
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Emission Controls - Biofilter



I know what you are thinking…

Why should I care about 
composting facilities, DEQ air 
quality program does not 
regulate them!



Oregon has 59 composting facilities registered to 
operate in the state.

“So what!” You say, “big deal”

Well… it is a big deal, and you will soon see why 
(and the saga continues)



Composting Production

2018 combined throughput of all Oregon 
composters was 750,326 tons!

Or, 

$681,295,100,000 in stacked dollar bills.



How does that Relate to Emissions and 
EF’s?
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Bob



Available Emission Factors and Data

Factors ranged from 0.12 lb 
VOC/wet-ton feedstock to 19.9 lbs 
VOC/wet-ton feedstock.



Permitting Applicability

Applying the high and low EF’s from 
the previous slide to Oregon 
composting facilities and their 2018 
actual throughput…



The Obligatory Graph 1 of 2
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Graph 2 of 2
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Additional Permitting Requirements

NSR

PSD

Modelling 



Limited Composting Facility Capacity - Zoning



Limited Composting Facility Capacity - Cities



What's Next?

Develop EF’s from the available data?

Use the EF’s in the available data? 

Conduct stack testing?

Require AQ permits for annual throughput exceeding a specific level?

Establish facility BMPs and Quality Control measures in rule that if 
employed, would replace Title V AQ permit?



Thank You!


