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Biographies: 
 

Frank Franciosi, Executive Director, 
US Composting Council  
Frank has spent 25+ years working with 
residuals management & composting both 
in operations management as well as sales 
and marketing. In 1993, he started North 
Carolina’s first source separated organics 
composting facility. As past principal of Akkadia Consulting, 
Frank provided professional consulting services on projects 
of animal waste management, biosolids management, coal 
ash residuals, composting of industrial residuals, product 
development and marketing. He has facilitated the turnkey 
start-up of award-winning composting facilities, taking 
them from concept to feasibility to operational, overseeing 
permitting, equipment selection, hiring and training of 
personnel, as well as the development and execution of 
the product marketing plan. Frank also managed the 
Novozymes’ Nature’s GREEN-RELEAF™ composting facility 
from 2003-2015. In 2014, Frank was the recipient of the Hi 
Kellogg Award for displaying outstanding service to the US 
composting industry over a period of many years. He has a 
BS in Plant and Soil Sciences from West Virginia University. 
 

“Growing a Compost Facility”  
Bob Yost, A1 Organics 
Bob has been with A1 Organics for 29  
years and currently resides as A1 Organics  
Vice President and Chief Technical Officer.  
He is responsible for compost related  
technical management, operational  
procedures and process controls, regulatory 
compliance and oversite. His executive functions include  
quality assurance, marketing oversite, as well as  
negotiation and procurement of major contracts. A1  
Organics processes in excess of 350,000 tons of incoming  
feedstocks annually, and annually produces and markets in  
excess of 400,000 cubic yards of finished composts,  
mulches, soil blends and specially products from 4  
Colorado locations. Bob has previously served on the  
Colorado Association for Recycling Board of Directors for  
12 years, and currently serves on the United States  
Composting Council Board and their Executive Committee.    
Bob also serves as Chair of the Colorado Composting 
Council, the USCC State affiliation. Bob and his wife of 47  

years, Karen, enjoy time together with their 2 sons,  
daughter-in-law’s, and 5 grandchildren.  When not at work  
you’ll find Bob fishing and hunting or walking in the woods. 
 

“Recycled Nutrients – Feeding the Soil that Feeds You” 
Andy Bary, SoilScientist, WSU 
Andy is a soil scientist and researcher who  
has worked for WSU for 30+ years.  He  
conducts research and educational  
programing in biosolids management,  
composting, compost usage, organic  
cropping systems, nutrient management, and soil science.  
His degrees include a Master’s degree in Agronomy from  
WSU, a B.S. in Plant Science from University of Idaho, and a  
A.A.S. in Agronomy and Environmental Protection from  
Alfred Agricultural andTechnical College. Andy is a long- 
time member of the WORC Board of Directors and  
instructor at the WORC CFOT Trainings.   
  

“Recycled Nutrients – Feeding the Soil that Feeds You” 
Maile Lono-Batura, Executive Director, 
Northwest BioSolids 
Maile has served as Executive Director of  
Northwest Biosolids for the past 19 years.  
Maile earned her Bachelors in Community  
& Environmental Planning, with an  
Environmental Studies Minor from UW. She received her  
Masters in Non-profit Leadership from Seattle University.  
Maile continues to find inspiration in the pride and  
camaraderie that infuses biosolids programs and is  
honored to lead the biosolids network of the Pacific NW.  
Enjoying live music, volunteering as a radio DJ & spending  
time with family are some of her most favorite things. 

 

“Compost Facility Capacity” 
Mary Harrington, Washington Department of Ecology 
Mary is a graduate of Miami University and The Evergreen 
State College and has extensive experience 
in waste reduction and recycling. She is 
currently the Organic Materials 
Management Lead for the WA Department 
of Ecology (HQ- Lacey) where she works to 
improve statewide diversion of all organics 
to beneficial end uses. 



“Soil Quality Improvements with Biochar and Compost”  
Doug Collins, WSU’s Food Systems Program 

Doug Collins is an Extension Faculty and 

Soil Scientist with WSU’s Food Systems 

Program. Doug has a Ph.D. in Soil Science 

from Washington State University and an 

M.S. in Plant Pathology from Montana 

State University. He focuses on managing 

and monitoring soil fertility on diverse organic vegetable 

farms and evaluating soil quality in different vegetable 

cropping systems - including organic reduced tillage. Doug 

is also interested in soil variability across landscapes and 

biological indicators of soil quality. 

 

“Marketing and Sales – Getting Your Finished Compost 

Out the Door and on the Ground” 

Susan Thoman, Compost Manufacturer's Alliance (CMA) 

Susan is founder and Principal of the Compost 

Manufacturing Alliance (CMA), an 

industry services group representing 

six industry pioneers across the U.S. 

operating 20 compost 

manufacturing facilities. Susan has 

worked in the environmental, 

alternative materials management, and solid waste 

recycling field for over 25 years. Susan served for 12 years 

on the Cedar Grove Composting leadership team, and was 

the Sales and Marketing Director there from 2004-2011. In 

addition, she has worked in various communications, 

public relations, and business development positions 

across a wide range of industries, and as national sales 

training director for a $2 billon international services 

company. Susan currently serves on the US Composting 

Council Board of Directors and on the Recycling Foundation 

board in Washington state. 

 

“Marketing and Sales – Getting Your Finished Compost 

Out the Door and on the Ground” 

David McDonald, Resource Conservation Planner, Seattle 
Public Utilities  
David is a biologist and environmental 
scientist with Seattle Public Utilities, 
focusing on soil science and 
environmentally friendly landscape design 
and development practices. 

 

 

WORC President  

Michele Riggs has an academic 
background in Natural Resources and 
Chemical Engineering. She has worked 
in the environmental sciences side of 
Composting for 10 years, overseeing 
stormwater compliance for two major 
composting facilities while also 
developing science-based protocols for “compostabilitily” 
and conducting field testing of compostable products. In 
pioneering the field testing of compostable products in an 
active composting process, Michele was invited to serve as 
part of the technical team for the USCC CPTF reviewing the 
current ASTM disintegration testing standard.  Michele also 
served as the project lead through ASTM international in 
rewriting the method, while also overseeing a national 
study involving composters and laboratories working to 
resolve current issues with disintegration standards.  
Michele also proudly serves on the Board of Directors as 
the President of the Washington Organics Recycling Council 
(WORC).  

WORC Vice President 
Jack was born in Santa Rosa, 
California.  He has been with the 
Rexius Company for 40 years, 
most of that time overseeing 
the company’s soil and mulch 
production, composting 
operations as well as the 
bagging facility.  Jack has worked with the City of Eugene to 
create the “Love Food Not Waste” program that provides 
opportunities to compost food waste from commercial 
businesses in the City of Eugene. He is currently working 
with the City of Eugene Residential Food Waste Pilot 
Program. He is a member of the US Composting Council 
and has served on the Board of Directors, holding positions 
of President, Vice President and on the Executive 
Committee. Jack currently serves as a commissioner for the 
USCC Certification Commission and is a Certified Compost 
Operations Manager. 
 


